Angelo Xuereb appointed
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FOBC Chairman

Angelo Xuereb was unanimous-:

ly appointed as the new Presi-
dent of the Federation of Build-
ing and Civil Engineering Con-
tractors (FOBC) at its recently
held third Annual General Meet-

ing.
‘The FOBC was set up just over
two years ago when 22 major

contractors in one of Malta's
most important infrast al

sectors, that of and civil

tion), Jimmy Calleja (Elbros),
Thomas Sammut (Attard Bro.

and Boris Farrugia (Polidano

Group) together with the new
Federation President, Angelo
Xuereb.

Xuereb is the Chairman of the
AX Holdings Group of Compa:
nies and has been a major plny

in the constructlon lndustry for

the last 28 years. ‘He was also

engineering, got together to form

the new Federation to take care

of their interests and t
exchange ideas in order to
improve their working practices.
This was a historical landmark
for the construction industry

and the Federation still endeaVr\

 ours to promote the interests of
bullding and civil. englne
‘contmctors. £
The sAnnual
thanked outgoing}
Micallef for hlsst
appointed the bl wlng
bers to the form the new
cil: Francis Vella (Eallut Blocl
“Etienne Bartolo (B&B Const

ental in the settlng up of
the FOBC and has also occupied
the position of Vice P
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l;fha&d for the. beneﬂt fall’.
ng and civil enﬁlneer
, Mr Xuereb said.

reltont to improve the building.
ector, and has written many
artlcles and presented many
pers in this regard, es) ly
0 encourage youths to take:
~career within this very impor-
tant industry, which is not only
one of the major motors of the
Mal but also acts

within the Federation from the
onset. Mr Xuereb is also FOBC's-

representative on the Bulldlng..

Industry Consultative Council
(BICC). :

"I look forward to continue
building on the useful work

which has been carried out by
the FOBC till now. Although still -

as a ba@meter for economic
~activity. - : 4
During these last two  years, the
- FOBC has addressed and cont
‘ues to address many importa
issues, including:
o The lack of skilled labourers.
 Training courses for skilled

an infant, the Federation has ¢
ried out very ! significant work.

construcﬁon workers. throug-h
h

FOBC outlines objectives

Continues from page 6

* Helping to finalise the stan-
dard form of contracts through
the BICC to take over the out-
dated one used by Govern-
ment, and hopefully to replace
the various forms of contracts
adopted by various Architects
in the private sector.

« The effect of certain regula-
tions which may be imposed if
Malta joins the E.U. These
were discussed during various
meetings were held with MIC.

o An emphasis on the impor-
tance of Health and Safety
measurements which have to

Safety education programmes
were held with the collabora-
tion of some main contractors.

* The concern that youths are
not joining the construction
industry because of its present
laborious conditions. The situ-
ation is aggravated further
because of early retirement
from the industry due to back-
ache. To this effect, discus-
sions are being held to reduce
the size and weight of our local
stone and to improve building
practices. The FOBC has noted
with satisfaction that the con-
crete sector within the industry
has improved in great strides

be ad y all

tors. This is one of the major
concerns for all. Meetings
were held with the Health and
Safety Authority in order to
enforce the very stringent reg-
ulations gradually, since many
workers still require training.
Various on-the-job Health &

and reduced its laborious con-
ditions. In fact the main con-
tractors are in line with the
major European Countries.

« The importance that all
contractors should be regis-
tered, i ing the blish

to the fact that very often Gov-
ernment and developers adju-
dicate the tenders based on the
price considerations only and
not on the capability of the
contractor.

‘e The distinguishing between
developers and contractors. It
is often that contractors are
accused of being a nuisance,
when in fact contractors are
only acting to the instructions
given by the Employer. FOBC
is also working on new ways of
handling certain materials on
site in order to reduce the
inconvenience to the neigh-
bourhood of a construction
site. B

» The protection of the envi-
ronment. The FOBC places
great importance on the role
which the construction indus-
try plays in envlronmem
y due to the

ment of ificati of con-

P

nature of the indus-

tractors. This is required due

try.



