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Dance extravaganza at Med. Centre — pages 26, 27

AX Holdings investing

L. m25m in seven projects
Group celebrates 20th anniversary

Michael Testa

AX Holdings is investing Lm25
million between this year and 1997
in seven local projects, mcludmg
the refurbishment of the Gran
Hotel Verdala in Rabat which will
become the group’s ﬂagsh]p

The Verdala project, which will
cost Lm7 million, includes an 18-
hole golf course in the fields below
the hotel, chairman Anglu Xuereb
said yesterda

Mr Xuereb told a news confer-
ence at the Verdala that the hotel
will close in November and re-open
as a five-star in December next
year.

The refurbished Verdala, which
Mr Xuereb recently bought for
Lm?2.75 million, will also expand to
223 rooms compared to the present
1

The hotel, enjoying a superb
pangramic view of Malta, was built
in 1971 at a cost of Lm2 million,
but suspended operations in 1992
due to poor business.

* The hotel owners went into lig-

uidation a year later after failing to

sell it.
The Verdala was re-opened in

(Continued on page 4)

Two tourists
injured

Two Welsh women tourists
were seriously injured one of
them left in danger of d
a vehicle collision in %:ebiug
yesterday morning.

The accident occurred as two
cars were approaching the
roundabout in gﬂdina Road at
about 9 a.m.

The police said the woman

who is danger of dying is
IV{bﬂle Bishop, 45; the other is
argaret Mary Farrugia, 47.
They were back seat passen-
ers in a Maruti vehicle being
riven by Mrs Bishop'’s hus-
band Gareth. Mr Anthony Far-
rugia was in the front passen-
ger seat.

Builder claims
Lm17,000

A builder has filed a judicial
letter calling on the Senglea
Nationalist Party club commit-
tee to pay him for building their
club.

Emanuel Cutajar, of Tarx-
ien, called on president Richard
Sladden, secretary France
Bugeja and treasurer John
Stanicic to pay him Lm17,000
for demolishing and rebulldmg
of the club.

Vision of the future... AX Holdings chairman Anglu Xuereb showing a
design of the new Capua Court Hotel.

Reforms to make health centres
more efficient launched

[d New prescription, record procedures
[ Workload in health centres up by 20%

The provision of specialist doc-
tors in every health centre is part
of a package of Health Depart-
ment reforms aimed at making
the centres more efficient.

And the reforms, including new
prescription and record proce-
dures and refurbishment pro-
grammes, are set to improve the
level -of care in the centres,
Health Parliamentary Secretary
Louis Deguara said yesterday.

Applications for permanent
specialist consultants will be
issued soon, said Dr Deguara.

“This should minimise the
number of patients at St Luke’s
Hospital,” he said.

en medical examinations
cannot be carried out at the
health centre the specialist will
refer the patient to hospital but
receive the results at the centre.

Dr Deguara said the workload
in health centres had increased
by 20 per cent last year.

He said quantity should not
lower quality so other measures
were being introduced.

One reform will be the way
medical prescriptions are given to
patients with chronic diseases
and people who are entitled to
free medicine, said Dr Deguara.

Instead of having a prescrip-
tion monthly they will be given
one every three months following
a doctor’s visit.

In cases where patients cannot
leave their home the centre’s doc-
tor will pa; f\; a home visit.

Through this measure, to be
introduced soon, the workload on
doctors to write prescriptions
would be cut, Dr Deguara said.

In the health centres records of

E:tlents being treated will start

mikept by the end of the year.

“This ensures a better follow-

up for the patient and whenever

possible the doctor will give the

patient an agpmntment with the
same doctor.

He said also that the ‘schedule
5’ cards for free medicine would
be changed and issued from the
health centres. In this way new
cases at hospital will be reduced
by 20,000.

And centres which are not on
the ground floor will eventually
be equipped with a lift.

A statement issued by the Min-
istry of Social Development said
all health centres, except the one
in Qormi, needed general main-
tenance.

(Continued on page 12)
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Lm6m hospital expected to be
completed by end of this year

(Continued from page 1)

January 1987 by the Malta Devel-
I’Fment Corporation through
otels Management Services Ltd.

A total of Lm14.5 million is
being invested by AX Holdings in
tourism projects which — besides
the Grand Hotel Verdala —include
anew Lm1.5 million business cen-
tre nearby; the Lm3.5 million four-
star 120-room Capua Court Hotel
in Sliema and the Lm2.5 million
80-bed Duke of Edinburgh Hotel
in Victoria, which will be turned
into a four-star complex complete
with clinic for senior citizens.

AX Holdm%; has a 75 per cent
share in the Duke of Edinburgh
Hotel which will retain its old
facade.

e former Capua Palace Hotel
is to be demolished and rebuilt.

Mr Xuereb said that by 1997,

the group would be offering a total
of 2,300 in the four to five star
sector.

AX Holdings, which is celebrat-
ing its 20th anniversary, is at pre-
sent building the Lm6 million
Capua Palace Hospital in Sliema,
which is expected to be completed
by the end of this year.

The company plans to demolish
the Verdala suites, next to the
Grand Hotel Verdala, and trans-
form them into high-class accom-

datioarandldseelaniAl T
Gardens into a block of apart-
ments. The two projects will cost a
further Lm4.5 million.

AX Holdings is waiting for per-
mits for the proposed projects.

The group is also involved in the
ambitious $300 million tourist pro-
Ject in Albania which will provide

g‘loﬁnent for aroun 6,000
workers, mainly Albanians.

Reporting on the project, Mr
ZXuereb said preparatory work was
progressing as planned and he

d be travelling to Albania
next week in connection with the
roject. And as was expected, one
roblem being encountered is “the
u.sual bureaucracy”.
Referring to the anniversary, Mr

Xuereb said: ‘"I‘wenty frears ago I
felt I had everything kp anned out.
I had a clear vision of success and
I set very ambitious targets.

“I'’knew where I wanted to i?
but when I started I only ad
Lm200 in my pocket and it was dif-
ficult to conceive how I was going
to get there.

ut though it was rarely a mat-
ter of plain sailing, the saying that
where there is a will there is a
way, stayed in my mind and kept
{ne looking forward to more chal-
en
m his initial two eut:_tg)loyees,
the group now has a staff of over
1,000 full time and part-time
employees.
ut Mr Xuereb is still on the
lookout for other international
challenges.

Mr Xuereb, who is also mayor of
Naxxar, said that after the initial
10 years in the construction indus-
try he felt the group should diver-
sify. And since then the group
established over 20 companies to
handle operations in construction
and tourism industries.

Over 40 per cent of the group’s
workforce are engaged in Angelo
Xuereb (Construction) Ltd,
eral Precast Concrete Ltd,
Hardrocks Ltd, suppliers of sand
and gravel, and pmgerty and real
ftate development Homes

AX Holdings also own the Sun-.
crest Hotel and the Sunny Coast
Resort timeshare complex in
Qawra and is involved in the engi-
neering sector through Oil and
Construction International Ltd
and in Secuncor Malta Litd, offer-

secu.n services.

"AX Group is currently consoli-
dating its corporate structure to
strengthen its position as we pre-
pare to enter the international
market,” Mr Xuereb said.

And he added that the capabili-

ties of Maltese companies and per- *

sonnel tended to be underesti-
mated.

“Often we experience the grief of
seeing large contracts being

A model of the Capua Court Hospital

awarded to foreign companies
which later fail to fulfil their oblig-
ations adequately to the detriment
of us Maltese.

When asked about the Proj

olf course near the Grand Hotel

erdala, Mr Xuereb said the aimis
to build the course on 13 hectares

of non-irrigated agricultural land.

he pointed out that the area

for the golf site was
1dent1ﬁe in the first draft of the
Structure Plan for Malta.

Mr Albert Muscat Inglott, en-
eral mana%er of Hospitality
agement Co. Ltd; the tounsm
branch of the group, said that the
drop in UK tourism was likely to
have occurred as a result of fiercer

competition from other countries

than by design.

He also appealed to the aut.hon-
ties for cooperation regarding the
issuing of permits for development

The company was planning to
have the Capua hotel and hospital,
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Features include:

Full function remote control

One-touch recording

Six advance recording slots

rcarammable up to one month ahead

e Locking functions to prevent
unauthorised use

*  Automatic video head cleaning

* Digital auto trackin?

¢ Grundig quality, reliability and

convenience

which are adjacent to each other,
completed together. But while con-
struction work is taking place on  said.

the hospital, theg' are still waiting
for the permit

or the hotel, he
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