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Cqme and visit our new showroom
' at MDINA ROAD, QORMI

{opposite Coca Cola Factory)

In this age of lasers and computers, when so
much is done to alleviate man’s most strenuous tasks
and with such an awareness of' an ailing environment,
there is much that c.. 4one to imprave the
lot of those in the construction industry. Mr. Angelo
Xuereb, of Angelo Xuereb Limited, shares a few ideas
about what can be changed vis-d-vis health and the
environment.

WITH THE most recent de:
velopments dating back to the
Fifties and Sixties, the construc-
tion trade is in a bad shape, using
methods which are out-dated,

and see our new extensive selection of

Bathroom suites and Ceramic tiles but also risky, especially during
’ the transportation stage, when
fully loaded trucks carry the

blocks up to road level. ‘The end

aking the dust and pam out of Maﬂta S
construction industry

-product ' is also an irregular,

dustly, stone block, still in need
to be regularised to the correct
measurement  through on-site
dressing.

1 recommend quarrying a stone
block of lesser wei;é t than the
traditional  T0kg lock. ‘This
“new” stone block would weigh
18kg, providing less of a strain to
carry. Using modern and moreel-
ficient machinery would mean

(Continued on page XV)

WL OV I Oty gy

Jacuz@

%"u/uv H

labour-intensive and a heallh
hazard both to labourers and non.
The mere shifl from picks to cut-
ting machines, (rom carts to
Lruicks and from pulleys to cranes
has brought improvement'in this
traditional trade a stalemate.
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Quality and design
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German Standard
bath fittings.

Antiquated

The antiquated way in which
stone is quarried, dressed and
transporied leaves much to be de-
sired. In this era of advanced
technology and millimetric preci-
sion, irregularities and dis-
crepancies even in the size of
slone blacks cannot be lolerated.

The method used to cut the
stone from a qua c{ is not only
back-breaking and unhealthy,

Mdina Road, Qormi
Tel: 495836 ~- 493473
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Laga Company Limited -
192 Lugqa Industsial Estate,
Luga. Tel: 284521/2
Fax: 225'177

“~TCompany Limited

Photo: Marsa Spens Club

We are manulacturers and exporters of GALVANISED AND PVC COATED CHAIN LINK
FENCING AND BARBED WIRE commonly used in sports and recreational -facilities,
security perimeter walls and for agricultural purposes. We alsomanulacture GALVANISED
HEXAGONAL NETTING for breeding cages, light cementing or pipe cladding.

We can work to any sizes and speclfications.
Quotatlons and complete installations on request.

INTERSTEEL. (MALTA) LIMITED

B2, BULEBEL IND. ESTATE, ZEJTUN, MALTA.
Tel: 878286, 774220. Telex: 585 NSTEEL MW.
Fax: (0356) 878803. ’ i

Su:fable for: Flowers, Vegetables Meats,
" Eggs, Chicken, Fish, Frozen Food,
Medlcmals, Ice Cream, Blast Freezers

Produced and Asy em/)/c'z/ i /l/////[l ' :
by the people who care - §
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LESS DAN(TER FOR TRUCK DRIVERS'

(Comtinued from /qu' Xin)

hr,v. 2 ~ TRANSPORTATION

70 HKilos

ru.nu precision in the culling,
'S

producing a more regular block.
e mere introduction of a fork-
WL and pallets would  worl

wonders for labourers” bucks.

More work done

The smaller, accuralely cut
block would enhanee the rhythm
of work. ILis estimated that daily
oulpul would rise from 400m?2 lu
1L,O00OM2. The use of a e
crane al road level to pull up ps
lets stacked with stone blocks,
secured tightly to the pallels with
straps, would do away with the
danger of a Lruck having to carry
a l7-lon load up a sleep, un-
puarded and unsafe slope, a risk
not only to unhcimeted workers

" Fig. 3 — LAYING

{Continued on page XXUI)
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World leaders in solving industrial LN THE consTRUCTION NDOZIRY

Make it a specified
venhlcmon & fire venhlchon requirement to use

e f——

ﬂra&B&%ﬁé‘ d'watefproofing membrane’

Colt international hos a long history of designing venlilotion and fire

ventilation systems and supplying equipment to Improve working 0,
conditlons. Increased productivily and reduced Qoils ore obviously n Gam 60 /0 msulallon propemes f
additional benefils. Their delalled knowledge of Indusirlal and commerclal ST S
processes means we are able to supply lngnovclive solutlons not only o . - lees fU” prolecllon tO Waterproo mg )
healing and ventilalion problems, bul also to energy conseivallon, heat membrane from weather. e_lements

reclaim ond solar conliol problems. espeClally U“ra VOl'et rays

Colt's method of providing for conlinuous high volume and weather-

inddependent ventilation Is the economic way of improving Ihe air condillon H NO eﬁeCt 1o, membrane ‘due. tO contr ac_tllons
tHhe king place. be Ihis heat Intensive factories, power plants, stor R
(:wyso, :;?:lbltgar? hc::lg,prekﬂi\vlwsg sh%p?. greglgio(r]fr:t;frs\anicvél w%ﬁgho;so. gl?:.e 0 by CIlmath ﬂUCtUﬂthﬂS Of concrete or S ab :

Coll's know how is now placed at your disposol in Maila too. “ n Mamtenance Free' o .
' AVAILABLE FROM"

‘,-:} CUTRICO SERVICES LTD. _ 'TM“”““” Marsa Plastics Ltd

2 CLEMATIS BUILDING
TIADBIT LANE. DIRIGAKAIA Industrial Estate, Marsa. Tel: 621266/7 Fax: 606740
TELEPHONL ; 400659, 490693 TELEX: MW327 FAX: 449309

At
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“" PALLETISED TRAILERS [

Gross Quipul (Lan millions)

Net Output (L millions)
3 Gross Output per head (L)
y Net Outrul per bead (Lin)

Value of materials used
(Continued from page XV) {Lm millions)
below but also to the driver loaded on trailers ready to be building site, permanently and is
himseclf. transported to the building site only replaced  when empty.
" What proposcis that 30 tonsof. (see figure 1). When possible, the .Another fully laden trailer would

neatly palletcd blocks can be trailer would be leftopposite the | Wikies and Salarics (L millions)

From the Abstract of Statistics {987,
published by the Central Office of Statistics

1984 1985 1986
400 M7 a4z
4,577 4,295 3,124
1065 22844 |
19,009 17,055 13,550
8,080 7,365 7312
4,153 X 4337

15,672 11,564 8,380
9410 8,925 7467

Jointed Tubular Construction
jointed SCAFFOLDING
Jointed Storage . RACKING

Jjointed Guard RATILING

D S

H 1R T NG ofKee Klamp jointed SCAFFOLDING, Mobile Access Towers,
Staging, Platforms, Spectator Grandstands, Exhibition Stands, etc.

SOLE AGENTS & SPECIALISTS IN TUBULAR CONSTRUC}'ION SINCE 1946,

JOSEPH F. SPITERI & CO. (1927) LTD.

ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS. 121, Marina Street, Picta, Malta  Tel: 626670
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‘then be brought to the site and
the emply one taken away.

The arrival of the stone blocks
on the building site proves tobea
rather unsightly confusion of
chipped blocks and flying dust.
The alrcady further irrcgular
blocks have to be passed through
a stone-dressing machine on site.
These corrections, necded to pro-
duce a regular block to try to give
a neat finish to constructions, are
expensive both in financial and
man-power terms, With the ad-
ded bonus .of dust particles Tet
Joose in our alrcady much-
polluted air! (IL is not surprising
that so many labourcers are hay
fever and asthma sufferers.)

Dust solution

A solution to all these dust
problems is the direct transfor of
the “new” stone blocks on their

allels. As a consequence, the
30% average breakage and chip-
ping of blocks will be completely
climinated. Besides, the dust,
which invariably clouds our is- |
lands, would diminish consider.
ably. The perilous habit of clevat-
ing blocks with chains to ver-
tiginous heights would also be
improved through the meére intro-
duction of the usc of pallets (see
figure 2).

My suggestion to reduce the
size of the traditional 9" x 22" x
10%" block to a more compuct 67
x 19" x 8" would provide a ncater
fmish; mortar, which is usually

Jobbed onto the larger blocks,

would now have to be evenly
spread out since the lighter

AT R 0
B |
GENERAL PRECAST CONCRETE LTD.
a joint venture - Lk
- formed by ‘

3

78 AMGELO XUERED LIMITED

O , in collaboration with a
leading company specialising
in prefabricated concrete -

VIBROCEMENTO PERUGIA..

Always on the forcfront of the conslruction scene in Malta,
Angelo Xuereb Lid. has now tcamed up with Italy’s Icaders in the
production -and ercction of precast concrete -clements to form
Gencral Precast Concrete Limited. .
Precast components will be uscd not simply -to replace traditional
systems bul also Lo complement them, accclerating timeframes, |
providing cosl-clfeclivencss and guarantecing high quality |
workmanship (o international standards. ' S

AX Ilouse
AR o . Mosta Road, Lija
: Tel : 410118 - 414470 - 414651
" "Fax:411698
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. weight will notin itself serve asa
. lintol for the blocks beneath.

Blocks, which are usuaily car-
ried manually on a_labourer’s
back, could be effectively trans-
ported and raised on a specially
desipmed trolley to the level at
which the blocks we needed or
carried in smaller quantities on a
small trolley moved manually.
Builders could use a special, ad-

ustable platform and curry the
{xlocks quickly and casily onto
the walt being built

Attracting builders

‘Thege improvements will help
to revive interest in the building
trade, Statistics show a steep de-
cline in the number of employees
(1,153 workers less over the three
years 1984-86GY), In spite of gene.’
rous wages, the demand for
builders “is always on the in-
crease. The hazards for back and
neck  cannot “"be  overlooked,
cither, since the average weight
of a stone block would be re-
duced to 18kg from the current
T0kg (see figure 3).

To minimise the most scrious
hazard Lo the environment, ic, the
lingering layer of dust in the
atmosphere, especially  heavy

. during  our torrid ~summer

. months, jumbo bags can be used
fo carry the fine dusl, xahe,
These special, walerprool bugs can
be carried on a pallet and lifted
by‘crane. They are alrcady widely
used to carry cement and should
be filled with ready screcned
xahx direetly from the quarry for
immediate use.

_The sand could also be pre-
sifted and. ready for use. These
serviceable bags, which canbe -
opened and closed at will, would

- doaway with the nced to empty a
truckload of sind in the middlcof
the road, much to the inconveni-
ence of neighbours, The linger-
‘ingt, miniature sand dunes, which -
eventually cake or are washed
away with the first rainfall, would

done away with completely
(sce figurc 4).

The gigantic steps technologi-

- cal advances bring are making us

aware ol how slow we Maltese are

in catching up. Unfortunately, we

lag behind in. many’ ficlds,

*:i‘lrllcu larly the construclion one.
uch can be improved 1o al-

‘leviate man's physical labours.

The environment needs Lo be ta-

-« keningo consideration too.



